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John Flynn will perform Sunday near Dover as part of the Cooldog Concert Series.
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on YouTube and nearly 3,000

times on Flynn's MySpace page.

(The song can be heard at

www.myspace.com/johnflynn-
lksinger.

fo 5,

The song chronicles the lives
lost in war, whether it be Gussie
the serub nurse, William Et?s?
combat engineer or Seth, an
Brunswick, N.J,, man who had
married just before shipping out.

Flynn, who has sung with
such artists as Willie Nelson and
Kris Kristofferson during his ca-
reer, says he was opposed to the
war from the beginning, but he
maintains that’s not the point of

the song.

“1 tried to keep myself out of
the discussion. I wanted to paint
this picture the best I could so
people would pay attention to the
sacrifice,” says Flynn, who will
sing the song Sunday afternoon
near Dover as part of the Cooldog
Concert Series. (Go fo
www.cooldogconcerts.com to
make reservations for the con-
cert, which appropriately coin-
cides with the Memorial Day

weekend.)

WXPN's Leicht says she was
drawn to the song immediately
and that, when she plays it, she
regularly receives phone calls

from listeners wanting to know
the singer's identity and where
they can buy the

“The feelings he in the
song are so strong, you could just
feel how people would connect to
it because so many people, unfor-
tunately, have family members
who have lost their children,
brothers or sisters,” she says.
“So, when I heard it, I thought
that this song needed to be heard.

It's speaking to a generation and aired
fora"genemtionmaveryapecial any

way.

At the Dover country station
94.7FM, “Dover” has been played
80 times since it first aired at the
end of . Program direc-
tor Andy Harris says the re-
sponsetothesonghasbeen “100

positive” from listeners called “Faces of the Falle:

percent
who ﬁall the station once they

“Mostly, we play it because
it's about Dover and the Dover

Air Force Base, but if it were not William and Seth

a good song, we wouldn't have
played it,” Harris says.

- There was no concern at the
station about playing the song, he
says, “primarily because the
song is not pro-war or anti-war.
It’s not about that. It’s about the
sacrifice. You can support people
in a war without being pro- or
anti-war and, I think, basically
that’s what the song does.”

Heddy Bergsman
John Flynn performs at Citizens
Bank Park in Philadelphia at a
Phillies game in October 2007.

Flynn grew up in Ridley Park,
Pa., andwurkedforamusicpub—

company in Nashvillefor 1o PO

liahing

a short time before returning to
the Wilmington area, where he
cut his teeth in the city’s thriving
bar scene of the '80s, playing
clubs like The Barn Door and the

Kettle.

“Dover,” which appears on

his seventh album, “Two
Wolves,” was written after the
:li%%hmcount for U.S. soldiers hit
He says he was inspired after
watching ABC's “Nightline,”
which silently and solemnly
photos of the dead without
commentary.
"Ithltljke ‘T have to sit here
and watch this,’ " he remembers.
“Tt was incmdjhly powerful and
moving to me.”

He also went online and
looked at The Washington Post’s
special online presentation

" n,” read-
ing about each of the dead. He
used those profiles and actual sol-
diers’ stories in his song, and
says the stories of Gussie,
are real. The
verse about a man he named Je-
remiah is a composite of several
soldiers’ lives.

Flynn says he also was
inspired by a more local source.

Ralph Begleiter, a former
CNN correspondent and Distin-
guished Journalist in Residence
at the University of Delaware,
sued the U.S. Department of De-
fense and Air Force in October
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2004 for the release of military

tory, Flynn thought his song
e e e L iy
coffins being unloaded at the

base in

3 ﬁgumd i could paint these
pictures with my song,” he says.

In addition to the buzz over
“Dover” and his busy touring
schedule, Flynn has snagged a
coveted spot as one of the few un-
signed artists to partake in a six-
week train tour and concert

starting in April 2009 with Willie

Nelson, John Mayer, Merle Hag-

wmw Gill and Kris Kristof:

“TheGreenTrain wﬂ]in-=1

clude a stop in Wilminstom al-
though a schedule has not been
released and it is not known
whether the

city will be a concert
site during the stop, says Bob
president and co-founder of

Flynn also appears and has
four songs in the Danny Glover-
narrated documentary “Tin
Tears,” shown earlier this ¥
at the Cannes film festival.

The film focuses on Ams and
its impact on children. Flynn was
filmed performing at Camp
Dreamcatcher, a summer
in Chester County, Pa., for ¢
dren affected by HIV and AlDS.a
group with which he has been ac-
tive for more than a decade.

Even with those new opportu-
nities, “Dover” just might be the
song that has given his unique
voice its widest reach.

“I remember really thinking
when I wrote this song that it
would be a piece of history,” he
says, “and it is really heartbreak-
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